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“What You Need To Do Now” 

School-Wide Edition 
 Identify testing sites (e.g. classrooms) and test schedule 
 Obtain accommodation devices (e.g. headphones – see last bullet for list of 

accessibility and accommodations required for PARCC)  
 Encourage technology usage in the classroom (e.g. typing, answering 

questions, reading, etc.) 
 Review DESE PARCC page on Technology Skills for Online Assessments that 

students need to obtain 
 Continue to teach the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks 
 Take a practice test on PARCConline.org  
 Review sample PARCC questions by grade level 
 Review BPS’ Educator Resources page 
 Review DESE PARCC page 
 Review DESE page on Accessibility/ Accommodations 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/parcc/CommTool/TechSkillsOnlineAssessments.xlsx
http://www.parcconline.org/practice-tests
http://www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes
http://bostonpublicschools.org/Page/4191
http://www.doe.mass.edu/parcc/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/parcc/Accessibility-Accommodations.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/parcc/Accessibility-Accommodations.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/parcc/Accessibility-Accommodations.pdf


BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1 

“What You Need To Do Now” 

Teacher Edition 
 Take a practice test on PARCConline.org  

 Review sample PARCC questions by grade level  

 As often as possible, use technology for homework  
 Review DESE PARCC page on Technology Skills for Online Assessments that 

students need to obtain 
 Continue to teach to the standards and shifts in content and curriculum 
 Remember: the goals of our standards and PARCC are college and career 

readiness 
 Begin to identify the great things you are already doing to prepare 

students for the types of thinking and practices that will be addressed 
on PARCC 

 Begin to identify where you would like more resources and support 
 

http://www.parcconline.org/practice-tests
http://www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes
http://www.doe.mass.edu/parcc/CommTool/TechSkillsOnlineAssessments.xlsx
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“What You Need To Do Now” 

Student Edition 
 Take a practice test on PARCConline.org  

 Review sample PARCC questions by grade level  

 As often as possible, use technology for homework  

http://www.parcconline.org/practice-tests
http://www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes
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Key Messages 
• Teachers need to be: 

• Teaching to the standards 
• Teaching to the scoping plan developed by the district 

• These scope and sequencing plans are on Aspen/SIS, were updated 
in the summer. Teachers should not be using scoping plans from 
previous years.  
 

• Review the monthly plan passed out 
•  We cannot address all questions now, but have a plan in place to 

answer them throughout the year 
• We will intro many topics today, but will dive deeper over the year 

(specifically the next three months) 
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• Focuses on fewer standards per grade: 

– each standard addressed more deeply 

– coherent progression across grades 

• Conceptual understanding of topics is foundational. 

• Students are expected to apply and extend their knowledge 
to real-life modeling and problem solving. 

• At the high school level, PARCC will be an end of course test. 

 

PARCC will assess Key Shifts in 

Mathematics Standards 

4 



BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

•PARCC assessments will be tightly aligned to the Common Core State 
Standards and grounded in the key shifts at the heart of the Common 
Core State Standards. There are three shifts in English language arts 
(ELA)/literacy, described below. These are shifts the Standards require of 
teachers and students – and they will be reflected in the PARCC 
assessments as well. This will help ensure that the assessments mirror the 

expectations of the classroom. 

•Common Core Shifts for ELA/Literacy 

–Complexity: The standards require regular practice with complex text and its academic 
language 

–Evidence: The standards emphasize reading and writing grounded in evidence from text, 
both literary and informational 

–Knowledge: The standards require building knowledge through content rich non-fiction 

PARCC will assess Key Shifts in 

ELA/Literacy Standards  
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